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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and an apparatus for testing a throughout of a
wireless access point apparatus are provided. The apparatus
includes a receiver which is configured to receive a test start
request signal and a test packet transmission condition
change request signal, a test signal generator which is
configured to generate a test packet signal; a transmission
condition adjuster configured to adjust the transmission
condition of the test packet signal; a transmitter configured
to transmit the test packet signal to the neighboring access
point apparatus under the transmission condition, which is
adjusted by the transmission condition adjuster; and a test
executor configured to execute a test having a predetermined
sequence so as to execute a throughput test for the neigh-
boring access point apparatus with regards to receiving the
test packet signal.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
WIRELESS ACCESS POINT APPARATUS
AND METHOD FOR TESTING
THROUGHPUT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a national stage entry of the PCT
application no. PCT/KR2011/007777 filed on Oct. 19, 2011,
which claims the benefit of priority from Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2011-0035374, filed on Apr. 15, 2011 in
the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosures of
which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Exemplary embodiments relate to a wireless access point
apparatus, and more specifically, to an apparatus and a
method for testing the performance of a wireless access
point apparatus through cooperation among neighboring
access points.

2. Description of the Related Art

Recently, wireless network environments have been
increasingly popular due to the advancement of wireless
communication technologies. For example, the Wireless
Local Area Network (WLAN) technology such as Institute
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 has
been propagated to replace the conventional wired LAN.
The IEEE 802.11 WLAN features the same level of net-
working as the wired LAN by the use of Radio Frequency
(RF) technology in the 2.4 GHz band, called the Industrial
Scientific Medical (ISM) band, without using a cable. The
IEEE 802.11 WLAN is available in two transmission modes
of Infrastructure Networking and Ad-Hoc Networking.

The Ad-Hoc Networking mode creates a network with
devices having WLAN that are not connected with an
outside network. Since the Ad-Hoc Networking mode
allows communication among WLAN devices only, the
Ad-Hoc Networking mode is mainly used for configuring a
small office or a small network. The Infrastructure Network-
ing mode is available in an environment that is the same as
the wired LAN within an office, and configures the WLAN
by connecting an access point, which is a wired/wireless
access relay device, to a wired network (e.g., Ethernet, etc.).
The access point bridges a WLAN device to a wired LAN
device to enable data communication with one another.
Moreover, in case communication is made with another
WLAN device, wireless communication is possible through
an access point, called “infrastructure mode.”

A very large number of access points (AP) have been
recently installed at various locations, owing to the universal
expansion of Wi-Fi environments. However, in order to test
the reception performance of a wireless AP apparatus, such
as a Wi-Fi AP, the tester has to carry particular testing
equipment to the location where the pertinent AP is installed
and physically connect the testing equipment to the AP.
Accordingly, it takes a significant amount of time and cost
to check the AP. Moreover, the operation of the AP has to be
stopped while the pertinent AP is tested.

SUMMARY

Exemplary embodiments provide a wireless access point
apparatus and a method for testing the access point that
allows neighboring access points to the test throughput of
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the access points based on a predetermined sequence
through the switching of transmission/reception modes
between each other.

According to an aspect of an exemplary embodiment, a
method for testing a throughput of a wireless access point
apparatus is provided. The method includes: (a) transmitting
a predetermined test packet from a first access point to a
second access point apparatus; (b) measuring by the second
access point a throughput pursuant to receiving the test
packet transmitted by the first access point apparatus; (c)
transmitting a request for changing a transmission condition
of the test packet from the second access point apparatus to
the first access point apparatus, wherein the transmission
condition includes at least one of a transmission power level
of the test packet and an MCS level to be applied to the test
packet; (d) transmitting the test packet with the changed
transmission condition from the first access point apparatus
to the second access point apparatus; and (e) repeating steps
(b) to (d) until a test according to a predetermined sequence
is completed.

The method can also include, after operations (a) to (e) are
completed: (f) transmitting a test target AP switching request
signal from the second access point apparatus to the first
access point apparatus; (g) transmitting a predetermined test
packet from the second access point apparatus to the first
access point apparatus after transmitting the test target AP
switching request signal; (h) measuring, by the first access
point apparatus, a throughput pursuant to receiving the test
packet transmitted by the second access point apparatus; (i)
transmitting a request for changing the transmission condi-
tion of the test packet from the first access point apparatus
to the second access point apparatus; (j) transmitting another
test packet from the second access point apparatus to the first
access point apparatus with a changed transmission condi-
tion; and (k) repeating operations (h) to (j) until a test
according to a predetermined sequence is completed.

The method may also include: determining, by the second
access point apparatus, whether the measured throughput
pursuant to the receiving of the test packet is smaller than a
throughput predicted by a throughput table. The throughput
table is pre-stored in the second access point apparatus and
is pre-defined with information on link budget at the time of
data communication with the first access point apparatus and
throughput values predicted for the link budget and the MCS
level.

The method may also include determining, by the first
access point apparatus whether the measured throughput of
the test packet received from the second access point appa-
ratus is smaller than a throughput predicted by a throughput
table. The throughput table is pre-stored in the first access
point apparatus and is pre-defined with information on link
budget at the time of data communication with the second
access point apparatus and throughput values predicted for
the link budget and the MCS level.

Another aspect of an exemplary embodiment provides a
wireless access point apparatus. The apparatus includes: a
receiver which is configured to receive a test start request
signal and a test packet transmission condition change
request signal from a neighboring access point apparatus.
The transmission condition may include at least one of a
transmission power level of the test packet and an MCS level
to be applied to the test packet. The apparatus further
includes a test signal generator which is configured to
generate a test packet signal to be transmitted to the neigh-
boring access point apparatus; a transmission condition
adjuster which is configured to adjust a transmission con-
dition of the test packet signal, a transmitter which is
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configured to transmit the test packet signal to the neigh-
boring access point apparatus with the transmission condi-
tion adjusted by the transmission condition adjuster; and a
test executor which is configured to execute a test program
having a predetermined sequence for testing a throughput of
the neighboring access point apparatus based on the receiv-
ing of the test packet signal. The test executor may be
configured to control the test signal generator, the transmis-
sion condition adjuster, and the transmitter to allow a
predetermined test packet to be transmitted to the neighbor-
ing access point apparatus if the test start request signal is
received; and changing a transmission condition of the test
packet based on the test program and allowing the test
packet to be transmitted to the neighboring access point
apparatus according to the changed transmission condition
whenever the transmission condition change request signal
is received.

The wireless access point apparatus may also include a
measurer which is configured to measure a throughput of the
test packet if the receiver receives the test packet from the
neighboring access point apparatus; and an MCS level
recorder which is configured to record an MCS level applied
to the test packet.

The wireless access point apparatus may also include: a
storage which is configured to store a throughput table in
which information on a link budget at the time of data
communication with the neighboring access point apparatus
and throughput values predicted for the link budget and the
MCS (Modulation and Coding Scheme) level are pre-de-
fined; and a throughput evaluator which is configured to
determine whether a measured throughput value of the test
packet received from the neighboring access point apparatus
is smaller than a throughput predicted by the throughput
table.

According to an exemplary embodiment, neighboring
access point apparatuses can automatically test the through-
put at the time of the reception AP receiving a signal,
according to a predetermined sequence through switching
their transmission/reception modes with each other.

Accordingly, service providers can test the reception
performance of wireless access point apparatuses without
using a wired connection method through the use of addi-
tional test equipment, saving the costs and efforts for
inspecting and maintaining the wireless access point appa-
ratuses.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a general condition to which a method for
testing throughput in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment is applied.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an access point
apparatus with which the method for testing signal reception
sensitivity is performed in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 show how the method for testing
throughput is performed in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Since there can be a variety of permutations and exem-
plary embodiments, certain exemplary embodiments will be
illustrated and described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. This, however, does not restrict the inventive
concept to certain exemplary embodiments, and shall be
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construed as including all permutations, equivalents and
substitutes covered by the ideas and scope of the exemplary
embodiments.

Throughout the description of the exemplary embodi-
ments, when describing a certain relevant technology, details
not pertinent to the exemplary embodiments may be omit-
ted. Terms such as “first” and “second” can be used in
describing various elements, but the above elements shall
not be restricted to the above terms. The above terms are
used only to distinguish one element from each other unless
otherwise disclosed.

When one element is described as being “connected” or
“accessed” to another element, it shall be construed as being
connected or accessed to the other element directly but also
as possibly having another element in between, unless
otherwise described.

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments will be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a general condition to which a method for
testing throughput in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment is applied.

In FIG. 1, three access point apparatuses (AP1 101, AP2
102 and AP3 103) are presented as a simple example for
describing the method for testing signal reception sensitivity
of a wireless access point apparatus in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment.

Here, AP1 101, AP2 102, and AP3 103 can be accessed
using a wired network 10 for communication by being
physically connected to the wired LAN 10 or by way of
another wired LAN device (not shown) in between. In the
latter case, the wired LAN device is physically connected
with the wired network 10, and the wired LAN device and
each of the access point apparatuses 101-103 can be con-
nected with each other through a wireless LAN. Here, each
of the access point apparatuses 101-103 can be a Wi-Fi AP.
Moreover, each of the access point apparatuses 101-103 may
communicate with a network management system 300 by
being connected with the wired network 10, as described
above by way of an example.

In a method for testing the reception performance of each
wireless access point apparatus in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment, each access point apparatus tests the
reception performance of the access point apparatuses
through cooperation with neighboring access point appara-
tuses within its own wireless communication coverage. This
is briefly described hereinafter in an exemplary embodi-
ment.

For the convenience of description, it will be assumed that
the neighboring AP apparatuses within the wireless commu-
nication coverage of AP1 101 are AP2 102 and AP3 103, and
the neighboring AP apparatus within the wireless commu-
nication coverage of AP2 102 is AP1 101, and the neigh-
boring AP apparatus within the wireless communication
coverage of AP3 103 is AP1 101.

Accordingly, in the above case, AP1 101 and its neigh-
boring AP apparatus AP2 102 cooperate with each other, and
AP1 101 functions as a transmission AP and transmits a
predetermined test packet signal to AP2 102, which func-
tions as a reception AP, so that the reception AP2 102 can
test and evaluate its own reception performance based on the
received test packet signal. Then, the functions of transmis-
sion AP and reception AP are reversed, allowing AP2 102 to
function as the transmission AP and AP1 101 to function as
the reception AP, and AP2 102 transmits the test packet
signal to AP1 101 so that the reception AP1 101 can test and
evaluate its own reception performance based on the
received test packet signal.
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The above exemplary method of testing the reception
performance through switching the transmission and recep-
tion modes between two neighboring AP apparatuses can
also be performed for any other two neighboring AP appa-
ratuses (e.g., AP1 101 and AP3 103) shown in FIG. 1.

As such, in order to perform the method of testing the
reception performance through switching the transmission
and reception modes between any two neighboring AP
apparatuses, each AP apparatus can be configured as shown
in FIG. 2 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an access point
apparatus with which the test method in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment is performed. Here, since the block
diagram of FIG. 2 can be applied to every AP apparatus
101-103 shown in FIG. 1, the AP apparatuses will be
collectively assigned with reference numeral 100 in FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 2, a wireless access point apparatus 100
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment can include a
wireless transmitter/receiver 110, a wired transmitter/re-
ceiver 170, a test signal generator 120, a transmission
condition adjuster 130, a storage 140, a measurer 150, a
throughput evaluator 160 and a test executor 180. Here, the
wired transmitter/receiver 170 can be omitted if the access
point apparatus 100 is connected with the wired network 10
by way of another wired LAN device (not shown).

Here, it shall be appreciated that the block diagram of
FIG. 2 merely shows the element that are related to execut-
ing the method of testing throughput in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment and is not intended to exclude other
essential elements required for performing functions of the
conventional access point apparatus.

Hereinafter, each element will be briefly described with
respect its function. Specific functions of each element
contributing to performing the method of testing throughput
in accordance with an exemplary embodiment will be
described in more detail later with reference to FIG. 3 and
FIG. 4.

The wireless transmitter/receiver 110 performs commu-
nication with other wireless devices that are present within
the wireless communication coverage of the wireless access
point apparatus. Particularly, in an exemplary embodiment,
the wireless transmitter/receiver 110 handles transmission
and reception of a wireless signal for testing the reception
performance through cooperation with a neighboring AP.

Specifically, in case the access point apparatus 100 func-
tions as a transmission AP when the testing method in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment is performed,
the wireless transmitter/receiver 110 receives a test start
request signal, a transmission condition change request
signal, and a test packet retransmission signal. Moreover, in
this case, the wireless transmitter/receiver 110 performs a
function of transmitting the test packet signal to the neigh-
boring AP with the transmission condition adjusted by the
transmission condition adjuster 130.

In case the access point apparatus 100 functions as a
reception AP when the testing method in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment is performed, the wireless transmit-
ter/receiver 110 performs a function of transmitting the test
start request signal to a neighboring AP and a function of
receiving a test packet signal from the neighboring AP.

The test signal generator 120 performs a function of
generating a predetermined test packet signal to be trans-
mitted to a neighboring AP, in case the access point appa-
ratus 100 functions as a transmission AP.

The transmission condition adjuster 130 performs a func-
tion of adjusting a transmission condition of the test packet
signal according to a transmission condition change request
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and a test packet retransmission request received from a
neighboring AP, in case the access point apparatus 100
functions as a transmission AP.

In an exemplary embodiment, the transmission condition
is at least one of a transmission power level of the test packet
and an MCS (Modulation and Coding Scheme) to be applied
to the test packet.

The test executor 180 executes a test program 182 having
a predetermined sequence for testing the signal reception
sensitivity of a neighboring AP. For this, the test executor
180 can control the test signal generator 120, the transmis-
sion condition adjuster 130 and the wireless transmitter/
receiver 110.

That is, the test executor 180 allows a predetermined test
packet to be transmitted to a neighboring AP with a prede-
termined first transmission condition, after the test start
request signal is received. Moreover, whenever the trans-
mission condition change request signal and the test packet
retransmission request signal are received from the neigh-
boring AP, the test executor 180 can change the transmission
condition of the test packet (i.e., the MCS level to be applied
to the test packet and/or the transmission power level of the
test packet) based on the test program and allow the test
packet to be transmitted to the neighboring AP with the
changed transmission condition.

The measurer 150 measures throughput at the time of
receiving the test packet from the neighboring AP, in case
the access point apparatus 100 functions as a reception AP.
In an exemplary embodiment, the throughput refers to a
reception rate when the test packet transmitted from the
transmission AP is received by the reception AP and is
expressed in units of bps. The method of measuring the
throughput can be based on a known method and thus will
not be described herein.

The throughput evaluator 160 can evaluate a throughput
performance of a reception AP by comparing a throughput
value measured for the test packet received from the neigh-
boring AP (i.e., the test packing having a particular MCS
level and a particular transmission power) with a throughput
table stored in the storage 140, in case the access point
apparatus 100 functions as a reception AP.

Here, the throughput table includes prediction throughput
values at the reception AP that are predicted according to a
link budge and MCS level when a downlink transmission is
made from the transmission AP to the reception AP.

Here, the link budget is determined based on the distance
between the transmission AP and the reception AP, a trans-
mission environment (i.e., signal reduction, gain, etc. in the
transmission environment), the transmission power level of
data transmitted from the transmission AP, etc. Therefore, if
each AP is pre-stored with information on the distance
between two neighboring APs and the transmission envi-
ronment, the link budget can be changed based on a down-
link transmission power level of the test packet at the
transmission AP.

Accordingly, if the throughput table, in which link budget
values determined according to the change of the downlink
transmission power level on the side of the transmission AP
and throughput values predicted when the MCS level
applied to the test packet is considered are defined, is stored
in the reception AP, the reception AP can evaluate the
throughput performance of the reception AP by comparing
the measured actual throughput value with the link budget
value and the throughput value required (predicted) at the
MCS level in the throughput table. For example, if the
measured throughput value is smaller than the predicted
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throughput value, it can be confirmed that the throughput
performance is outside a normal operation range.

Here, as a result of evaluating the measured throughput
value or the throughput performance, the reception AP can
have the applied MCS level, etc. stored in the storage 140.
The result of evaluating the throughput performance can be
reported to the network administration system 300 shown in
FIG. 1.

Hereinafter, the method of testing throughput of a wire-
less access point apparatus in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment will be described in more detail with reference
to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4. Through the description of FIG. 3 and
FIG. 4, the roles and function of the elements illustrated in
the block diagram of FIG. 2 will be understood more clearly.

For the convenience of description and understanding, the
method of testing throughput will be described using two AP
apparatuses of AP1 101 and AP2 102 only.

In describing the testing method in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment, FIG. 3 is a flow diagram showing
when AP1 101 functions as a transmission AP1 and AP2 102
functions as a reception AP.

In operation S102, the reception AP2 102 transmits a test
start request signal to the neighboring AP1 101. The test start
request signal can be transmitted to AP1 101 at a predeter-
mined time period according to a test program of AP2 102.
For example, the test program can be programmed to start
testing automatically during dawn hours, when a wireless
LAN is at a low usage.

Although it is assumed in an exemplary embodiment that
the reception AP transmits the test start request signal to the
transmission AP to start the test, it is also possible that the
transmission AP transmits the test start request signal to the
reception AP to start the test. However, the following
description will be made under the assumption of the former
case.

In operation S104, once AP1 101 receives the test start
request signal transmitted by the neighboring AP2 102, the
transmission AP1 101 transmits a test packet predetermined
according to the test program to the reception AP2 102 with
a predetermined first transmission condition.

Here, the test packet refers to a data packet that is
predetermined between neighboring AP apparatuses in order
to execute a test in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment. Moreover, the first transmission condition is an initial
definition of the transmission power level of the test packet
to be transmitted to the reception AP upon the start of the test
and the MCS level to be applied to the test packet. The first
transmission condition can be predetermined according to
the test program.

Accordingly, the test packet to be transmitted is transmit-
ted to the reception AP with a particular downlink transmis-
sion power level after being modulated and encoded to a
specific MCS level that is determined according to the test
program.

In operation S106, once the test packet is received from
the transmission AP1 101, the reception AP2 102 measures
the throughput of the received test packet. Here, AP2 102
can record the MCS level applied to the received test packet.

In operation S108, once the measuring and recording are
completed, the reception AP2 102 requests the transmission
AP1 101 for changing the transmission condition and
retransmitting the test packet.

Accordingly, in operation S110, the transmission AP1 101
changes the transmission condition, with which the test
packet is to be transmitted, according to the definition in the
test program, and in operation S112, the transmission AP1
101 retransmits the test packet to the reception AP2 102 with
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the changed transmission condition. In this case, the recep-
tion AP2 102 repeats operation S106 of measuring the
throughput for the test packet transmitted with the changed
transmission condition.

The requesting for changing the transmission condition
(operation S108), the change of the transmission condition
and retransmission of test packet with the changed trans-
mission condition (operations S110 and S112) and the
measuring of the throughput (operation S106) can be
repeated until a test sequence defined in the test program is
completed (refer to operation S114).

In other words, in an exemplary embodiment, for testing
the throughput of the reception AP, the same test packet is
repeatedly transmitted from the transmission AP to the
reception AP by changing the transmission condition step by
step according to the test sequence predefined by the test
program, and the throughput of the test packet transmitted
repeatedly is measured.

Moreover, in an exemplary embodiment, the reception AP
can evaluate the throughput performance of the reception
AP, based on the throughput values measured through the
above operations. Here, the method described with reference
to FIG. 2 can be used as the method for evaluating the
throughput performance.

That is, the throughput evaluator 160 of the reception AP
can evaluate the throughput performance of the reception AP
by comparing the measured throughput values with a pre-
stored throughput table.

Hitherto, in the case of testing throughput of AP2 102
when AP1 101 functions as a transmission AP1 101 and AP2
102 functions as a reception AP has been described with
reference to FIG. 3. Hereinafter, described with reference to
FIG. 4 will be the case of testing the throughput of AP1 101
by switching the transmission AP and the reception AP with
each other after the test according to FIG. 3 is completed.
However, as described above, any description that is redun-
dant with FIG. 3 will be omitted because FIG. 4 has the same
or similar operations as FIG. 3, except for switching of the
transmission AP and the reception AP with each other.

Once the testing of the throughput of AP2 102 is com-
pleted according to the flow diagram shown in FIG. 3, AP2
102, which was previously the reception AP, transmits a test
target AP switching request signal to AP1 101, in operation
S116. Accordingly, AP2 102 starts to function as the trans-
mission AP, and AP1 101 starts to function as the reception
AP.

In operation S118, after receiving the test target AP
switching request signal, AP2 102 transmits a test packet to
the reception AP1 101 with a predetermined second trans-
mission condition. Here, the test packet can be the same as
the test packet described with reference to FIG. 3 or a
predetermined new data packet. The second transmission
condition is defined according to the test program and is the
same or similar to the description provided with reference to
FIG. 3, and thus the description thereof will be omitted.

In operation S120, once the test packet is received from
AP2 102, AP1 101 measures the throughput of the test
packet.

In operation S122, once the above operation is completed,
the reception AP1 101 requests the transmission AP2 102 for
changing the transmission condition and retransmitting the
test packet. Accordingly, the transmission AP2 102 changes
the transmission condition according to a test sequence
programmed in the test program and retransmits the test
packet to the reception AP1 101 (operations S124 and S126).
As described earlier, these operations can be repeated until
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the test sequence predetermined by the test program is
completed (refer to operation S128).

According to the above exemplary operations, the recep-
tion AP1 101 can test and evaluate the throughput. As the
method of evaluating the throughput can be analogous to the
one described above with reference to FIG. 3.

As such, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
reception performance of wireless access point apparatus
can be tested and evaluated by use of a test sequence (test
scenario) according to a predetermined test program, with-
out the use of particular test equipment, by switching the
transmission and reception modes for testing the throughput
between the neighboring AP apparatuses.

While not restricted thereto, an exemplary embodiment
can be embodied as computer-readable code on a computer-
readable recording medium. The computer-readable record-
ing medium is any data storage device that can store data
that can be thereafter read by a computer system or executed
by a processor. Examples of the computer-readable record-
ing medium include read-only memory (ROM), random-
access memory (RAM), CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy
disks, and optical data storage devices. The computer-
readable recording medium can also be distributed over
network-coupled computer systems so that the computer-
readable code is stored and executed in a distributed fashion.
Also, an exemplary embodiment may be written as a com-
puter program transmitted over a computer-readable trans-
mission medium, such as a carrier wave, and received and
implemented in general-use or special-purpose digital com-
puters that execute the programs.

Although an exemplary embodiment have been described,
it shall be appreciated that a variety of permutations and
modifications to exemplary embodiments are possible by
those who are ordinarily skilled in the art without departing
from the technical ideas and scopes of the exemplary
embodiments which shall be defined by the claims appended
below.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for testing a throughput of a wireless access

point apparatus, comprising:

(a) transmitting a predetermined test packet from a first
access point apparatus to a second access point appa-
ratus;

(b) measuring, by the second access point apparatus, a
throughput pursuant to receiving the test packet trans-
mitted by the first access point apparatus;

(c) transmitting from the second access point apparatus, a
request for transmitting another test packet that is
generated according to a changed transmission condi-
tion, to the first access point apparatus, wherein the
transmission condition comprises at least one of a
transmission power level of the test packet and a
Modulation and Coding Scheme (MCS) level to be
applied to the test packet;

(d) transmitting from the first access point apparatus the
another test packet according to the changed transmis-
sion condition to the second access point apparatus; and

(e) repeating operations (b) to (d) until a test according to
a predetermined sequence is completed.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein after the operations (a)

to (e), the method further comprises:

(f) transmitting a test target AP switching request signal
from the second access point apparatus to the first
access point apparatus;
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(g) transmitting a predetermined test packet from the
second access point apparatus to the first access point
apparatus after transmitting the test target AP switching
request signal;

(h) measuring, by the first access point apparatus, a
throughput pursuant to receiving the test packet trans-
mitted by the second access point apparatus;

(1) transmitting a request for transmitting a third test
packet that is generated according to another changed
transmission condition of the test packet from the first
access point apparatus to the second access point
apparatus;

(j) transmitting another test packet from the second access
point apparatus to the first access point apparatus
according to the another changed transmission condi-
tion; and

(k) repeating the operations (h) to (j) until a test according
to a predetermined sequence is completed.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, by the second access point apparatus,
whether the measured throughput pursuant to the
receiving of the test packet is smaller than a throughput
predicted by a throughput table,

wherein the throughput table is pre-stored in the second
access point apparatus and is pre-defined with infor-
mation on link budget at the time of data communica-
tion with the first access point apparatus and throughput
values predicted for the link budget and the MCS level.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining, by the first access point apparatus, whether
the measured throughput of the test packet received
from the second access point apparatus is smaller than
a throughput predicted by a throughput table, wherein
the throughput table is pre-stored in the first access
point apparatus and is pre-defined with information on
link budget at the time of data communication with the
second access point apparatus and throughput values
predicted for the link budget and the MCS level.

5. A wireless access point apparatus, comprising:

a receiver which is configured to receive a test start
request and a test packet transmission condition change
request from a neighboring access point apparatus,
wherein a transmission condition comprises at least one
of a transmission power level of a test packet and a
Modulation and Coding Scheme (MCS) level to be
applied to the test packet, the test packet transmission
condition change request being used for transmitting
the test packet;

a test signal generator which is configured to generate the
test packet to be transmitted to the neighboring access
point apparatus;

a transmission condition adjuster which is configured to
adjust the transmission condition to be used for trans-
mitting the test packet in response to the test packet
transmission condition change request;

a transmitter which is configured to transmit the test
packet to the neighboring access point apparatus
according to the transmission condition adjusted by the
transmission condition adjuster; and

a test executor which is configured to execute a test
program having a predetermined sequence for testing a
throughput of the neighboring access point apparatus
using the receiving of the test packet,

wherein the test executor is further configured to control
the test signal generator, the transmission condition
adjuster and the transmitter to allow a predetermined
test packet to be transmitted to the neighboring access
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point apparatus if the test start request is received; and
further configured to change the transmission condition
to be used for transmitting the test packet based on the
test program and allowing the test packet to be trans-
mitted to the neighboring access point apparatus
according to the changed transmission condition when-
ever the test packet transmission condition change
request is received.

6. The wireless access point apparatus of claim 5, further
comprising:

a measurer which is configured to measure a throughput
of the test packet if the receiver receives the test packet
from the neighboring access point apparatus; and

an MCS level recorder which is configured to record the
MCS level applied to the test packet.

7. The wireless access point apparatus of claim 6, further

comprising:

a storage which is configured to store a throughput table
in which information on link budget at the time of data
communication with the neighboring access point
apparatus and throughput values predicted for the link
budget and the MCS level are pre-defined; and

a throughput evaluator which is configured to determine
whether a measured throughput value of the test packet
received from the neighboring access point apparatus is
smaller than a throughput predicted by the throughput
table.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising changing the
transmission condition at the first access point apparatus in
response to the request for changing the transmission con-
dition.
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